Scouting Report: Mike Trout

Player: Mike Trout, #27
Position: Center Field

Team: Los Angeles Angels
Bats/Throws: Right/Right
Report Period: August 7-21, 2025
Scout Date: February 6, 2026
Age During Period: 34 years old

Executive Summary

Mike Trout showed mixed performance during this two-week stretch in mid-August 2025,
demonstrating flashes of his Hall of Fame caliber ability alongside concerning signs of
decline. The 34-year-old outfielder displayed solid plate discipline and occasional power
while battling through an extended slump. Over 13 games from August 7-21, Trout posted a
.208 batting average (10-for-48) with 1 home run, 5 RBIs, and 17 strikeouts—a 35.4%
strikeout rate that represents the most alarming aspect of his performance during this
period[1].

Game-by-Game Performance Analysis

Week 1: August 7-13

Date Opponent | Result | AB | H | HR | RBI | SO
8/8 @ DET L 5-6 4 1100 1
8/9 @ DET W 7-4 5 1100 1
8/10 @ DET L 5-9 2 0O (0| O 1
8/11 vs LAD W 7-4 3 1 (0] 2 0
8/12 vs LAD W 7-6 3 1100 2
8/13 vs LAD W 6-5 3 0O (0| O 3

Table 1: Week 1 Performance Summary (August 7-13)

Week 1 Analysis: Trout struggled to find consistent rhythm against Detroit and the
Dodgers, posting just 4 hits in 20 at-bats (.200 BA). The Freeway Series matchup with the
Dodgers proved particularly challenging in the finale, where he struck out three times on
August 13[1]. However, he contributed 2 RBIs on August 11 and showed better contact
quality early in the series. His disciplined approach yielded 6 walks during this stretch,
maintaining a strong on-base presence despite low batting average.



Week 2: August 14-21

Date Opponent | Result | AB | H | HR | RBI | SO
8/15 @ ATH L 3-10 2 0 |]0] O 1
8/16 @ ATH L 2-7 4 1 (0[O0 0
8/17@ATH | W 11-5 4 00| O 2
8/18 vs CIN L1-4 3 1 10| 0 1
8/19 vs CIN L 4-6 3 2 (0| O 1
8/20 vs CIN W 2-1 4 2 10| 0 1
8/21 (DNP) - - - - - -

Table 2: Week 2 Performance Summary (August 14-21)

Week 2 Analysis: Trout showed improved contact against Cincinnati (5 hits in 10 at-bats
over three games), representing his most productive stretch of the period[1]. The series
against Oakland was forgettable—just 1 hit in 10 at-bats with 3 strikeouts. On August 17,
despite the Angels' 11-5 victory, Trout went hitless with 2 strikeouts but drew 2 walks,
demonstrating his continued plate discipline even when struggling to make solid contact.
The Cincinnati series finale (August 20) provided a highlight with a 2-for-4 performance in a
crucial 2-1 win.

Statistical Summary (August 7-21, 2025)

Games | AB| H | 2B | HR | RBI | BB | HBP | SO | BA
13 48 |10 | 1 0 5 |13 0 17 | .208

Table 3: Overall Performance Statistics
Additional Metrics:

On-Base Percentage (estimated): .344 (accounting for 13 walks)
Strikeout Rate: 35.4% (17 Kin 48 AB)

Walk Rate: 27.1% (13 BB in 48 AB)

Isolated Power: .021 (slugging minus batting average)
Extra-Base Hits: 1 double, 0 home runs

Tools Evaluation (20-80 Scouting Scale)

Hit Tool: 40 (Below Average) - Current Performance

During this period, Trout's hit tool graded significantly below his career standards. The .208
batting average reflected multiple concerning factors:

* Contact issues with elevated strikeout rate (35.4%)
» Struggled particularly against breaking pitches
* Better performance against right-handed pitching in Cincinnati series



* Showed vulnerability to high velocity in Detroit and Los Angeles series

Power Tool: 45 (Fringe Average) - Limited Display

Only one extra-base hit (a double) during this 13-game stretch represents a significant red
flag. For context, Trout's home run on August 6 against Tampa Bay (his 20th of the season)
occurred just before this evaluation period[1]. The absence of home runs or even extra-base
hits beyond one double suggests:

* Decreased bat speed or timing issues

» Potentially altered swing mechanics

» Possible nagging injury affecting power generation

* Launch angle concerns (mostly ground balls and line drives)

Plate Discipline: 65 (Above Average) - Silver Lining

Trout's elite plate discipline remained evident, drawing 13 walks in 61 plate appearances
(21.3% walk rate). This represents perhaps his most intact tool:

* Excellent pitch recognition

» Willingness to work deep counts

* Selective aggression on pitches in the zone
* Career-long strength continues at age 34

Speed: 40-45 (Below Average to Fringe)

At age 34, Trout no longer possesses the plus-plus speed that defined his early career. During
this period: 0 stolen bases, 0 attempts. Speed is no longer a factor in his offensive game.

Fielding: 50 (Average)

While this report focuses on offensive performance, Trout maintained adequate center
field defense during this stretch with no notable errors or defensive lapses recorded[1].

Context: 2025 Season Performance

To properly evaluate this two-week period, it's essential to understand Trout's full 2025
season trajectory:

Full Season Stats (130 games):

e Batting Average: .232

e Home Runs: 26

e RBIs: 64

e OPS:.797

e Walk Rate: 16.6%

o Strikeout Rate: 29.8% (career-worst)[2]

The August 7-21 period represents an even more pronounced struggle than his already-
disappointing season averages. His 35.4% strikeout rate during these two weeks exceeded
his career-worst seasonal mark, while his power completely disappeared after hitting home
run #20 on August 6[1].



Notable Achievement: Earlier in 2025, Trout reached his 400th career home run milestone,
joining an elite club in baseball history[3]. However, the overall season marked career lows
in batting average and OPS outside his 2011 debut campaign[2].

Strengths Observed

1. Elite Plate Discipline - Walked 13 times in 13 games, maintaining excellent strike
zone judgment

2. Professional Approach - Never appeared to press or drastically alter his approach
despite struggles

3. Clutch RBIs - Delivered 2 RBIs on August 11 in comeback win vs. Dodgers

4. Hot Finish - Posted 5 hits in final 3 games (8/18-8/20) vs Cincinnati, showing ability to
adjust

5.Resilience - Continued competing at high level despite frustrating results

Concerns and Red Flags

1. Elevated Strikeout Rate - 35.4% Krate during this period far exceeds acceptable
levels, even for power hitters

2. Power Outage - Zero home runs and only one double in 48 at-bats suggests timing or
mechanical issues

3. Age-Related Decline - At 34, natural regression in bat speed and reflexes becoming
evident

4. Contact Quality - Hard-hit rate appeared diminished based on limited extra-base hits

5. Consistency - Only 3 multi-hit games in 13 games played

6. Performance Trend - This period represents extension of season-long struggles (.232
BA full season)

Mechanical Observations

While video analysis was not available for this report, statistical patterns suggest possible
mechanical issues:

+ Early swing initiation leading to expansion outside strike zone on breaking balls

* Potential difficulty catching up to premium fastballs (evidenced by strikeouts vs DET,
LAD)

* Launch angle may have flattened, producing more ground balls than optimal

* Load or stride timing could be inconsistent based on strikeout clustering

Recommendation: Hitting coach consultation to review swing path, timing triggers, and
plate coverage strategies would be beneficial.

Projection and Outlook

Immediate Future (Rest of 2025):

Based on this two-week sample, Trout appeared to be battling through one of the more
challenging stretches of his career However, his finish against Cincinnati (5-for-10, 3 games)



suggested possible adjustments taking hold. Historical precedent indicates Hall of Fame
hitters often find ways to adapt as physical tools decline.

Realistic Expectations:

e Batting average likely to stabilize around .240-.250 range

e 20-25 home run power still accessible with adjustments

e On-base percentage should remain above .350 due to elite discipline

e Reduced playing time may become necessary to manage health and optimize
performance

Long-Term Considerations:

At age 34 with mounting injury history and clear signs of decline, Trout's window as an elite
everyday player appears to be closing. The 2025 season (120 DRC+, .812 OPS) represented
career worsts in most categories[2]. Organizations acquiring or evaluating Trout must
recognize:

* Heremains above-average offensive player but no longer superstar level

* Durability concerns are paramount (130 games in 2025 is positive but below full
season)

 Positional flexibility may extend career (potential move to corner outfield or DH)

* Leadership and playoff experience provide intangible value

Comparable Players

Trout's current career arc mirrors several all-time greats who experienced significant
decline in their mid-30s:

* Mickey Mantle - Dropped from .303 to .245 between ages 32-34

* Ken Griffey Jr. - Posted .264 BA with increased strikeouts at age 34

» AlbertPujols - Experienced power decline but maintained moderate production
into late 30s

Unlike those legends, Trout's injury history compounds his age-related decline, making his
trajectory more uncertain.

Final Grade: C+

Overall Assessment:

Mike Trout's performance from August 7-21, 2025, earns a C+ grade based on combination
of concerning offensive struggles mitigated by excellent plate discipline and professional
approach. The .208 batting average, 35.4% strikeout rate, and complete absence of power
production fall well below major league average standards. However, his 13 walks
demonstrate intact pitch recognition skills and ability to contribute via on-base
percentage.

This period appears representative of Trout's broader 2025 season struggles—a future Hall
of Famer clearly in decline but still capable of above-average production when locked in.
The Cincinnati series finish (5-for-10) provides hope that adjustments can unlock better
performance moving forward.



Recommendation: Trout remains a starting-caliber major league outfielder but
expectations must be recalibrated from perennial MVP candidate to solid veteran
contributor. Teams evaluating him for trade or free agency should view him as a
.240/.360/.440 player with 20-25 home run upside, elite character, and postseason experience
—valuable, but no longer transformational.
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